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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS  
December 28, 2025 

 
First Sunday of Christmas 

 

We Come Together 
 
 

PRELUDE:  “In the Bleak Midwinter”, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GREETINGS OF PEACE 
 
OUR CONFESSION, GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
GATHERING SONG:  “Good Christians Friends Rejoice”   
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9 
 
 

7
 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 

  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
 because of all that the Lord has done for us 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 

8
 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

  children who will not act deceitfully,” 
 and he became their savior 
  

9
 in all their distress. 

 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.  

 

 

Prayers 
For those struggling with health and other concerns:  
Tracy Martinson, Earl Larson, Nancy Dockter, Hattie Martinson, Josey Hanson, 
Heidi Renner, JoDee Sayler, Diane Klein, Libby Martin, Kira Willadsen, Kerry 
Carpenter, Sher Harildstad, Shirley Holder, Jerry Hanson, Joyce Wahl, Jeff 
Christianson, Arvid Mugaas, Pete Barrette, Heather Martin, Katie Leer, Daryl 
Hodnefield, Lorna Mathais, Jagger Lindsey, Emmett Wolf, Peg Ahlness, Don 
Becker, Connie Werner, Dave Kunze, Marvin Leer, Katie Leer, Jim Kennedy, 
Janie Hague, George Harris, Ken Will 
 
For those dealing with the death of these loved ones: 
Terry Grenz, Lori Marx, Jackie Kraft Kolpack, Keaton Westlake, John Hertzgard, 
Judi Fockler 

   

    ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross, and to The River Blended  
Worship Service this morning! If you are visiting with us today, please take a 
moment to sign the guestbook in the narthex. 
 
Thank you for your generosity in 2025! Please remember to submit your dona-
tion by December 28th to apply it toward the 2025 tax year. 
 
Book Club Choices:  Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Library.  
Led by Marjo Hewitson followed by her fearless readers. 
January —”All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker 
February—”The Briar Club” by Kate Quinn 
 
Jesus & Women Bible Study: 1/7 at 7:00 in Youth Room 

Heat the Church is once again being offered to recognize loved ones’ birth-
days, wedding anniversaries, and other significant dates in your family. The 
money raised will go towards LCC utilities. The sign-up sheet is in the narthex— 
thank you to the families that have sponsored days.  
   
FIND YOUR BALANCE  Stress Relief & Support, a monthly stress manage-
ment offering held at UCC the third Thursday Sept. 28 through April 16. 6:00-
7:15 pm.   

You may take your poinsettias after today’s church service.  Thank you for pur-
chasing them. 



 

 

COMMUNION SONG:   “What Child is This”, “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING/POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING SONG:  “Go Tell It On The Mountain” 
 
 
 
 
 
     “THE RIVER”  and “LIVING WATER” WORSHIP MINISTERS 
 
Pastor—Pastor Lisa Ahlness 
Scripture Reader—Janice Martin  
Communion Assistants—Doug Johnson, Janice Martin, Ken Will 
Ushers—Daniel McKinney &  Marylee Gregware, Tracy Wolf 
Altar Guild—Jean Kraft, Val Kunze, Cheryl Neu, Cherie Krueger 
Faith and Care Group  2— Sheila Seuss & Josh Hocker, Sheila & Ron Koffler 
River Worship Team—  
     Sound Board Technicians— Larry Wolf, Karen Will.  
     Projection Team— Jace Kunze, Val Kunze, Rod Sargent, Art Wheeler 
     Streaming Team— Mark Kunze, Karen Will, Art Wheeler 
     River Singers— Joel Crane, Mike Geiermann, Marlene Grabow, Sally Grenz, 
 Paul Gurholt, Doug  Johnson, Cherie Krueger, AJ Marx, Kathy Morrison, Mark   
 Murie, Deb Patterson, Amanda Sagsveen  
     Percussionist— Kari Harris 
     Violinist—Fynn Sagsveen 
     Accompanists—Luke Weber, Gerri Sarsten, Jan & Joel Gilbertson, Eve Kath 
     Sunday Worship Coordinator—Peder Gulleson 
 
Living Water Worship Team 
     Living Water Singers—Caroline Collins, Keira Collins, Joel Crane,  
      Annabelle Ellison, Brandi Ellison, Amanda Sagsveen 
     Percussionist—Kari Harris 
     Guitarists— Kolton Harris, Joel Crane, Peder Gulleson 
     Accompanist —Luke Weber 
     Sound—Peder Gulleson 
     Wednesday Worship Coordinator—Joel Crane 
 
 

 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 148 
1
 Praise the Lord! 

 Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

  praise him in the heights! 

 
2
 Praise him, all his angels; 

  praise him, all his host! 

 

 
3
 Praise him, sun and moon; 

  praise him, all you shining stars! 

 
4
 Praise him, you highest heavens 

  and you waters above the heavens! 

 

 
5
 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  for he commanded and they were created. 

 
6
 He established them forever and ever; 

  he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

 

 
7
 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps, 

 
8
 fire and hail, snow and frost, 

  stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

 

 
9
 Mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars! 

 
10

 Wild animals and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds! 

 

 
11

 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the earth! 

 
12

 Young men and women alike, 

  old and young together! 

 

 
13

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  for his name alone is exalted; 



 

 

his glory is above earth and heaven. 

 14 He has raised up a horn for his people, 
  praise for all his faithful, 
  for the people of Israel who are close to him. 
 Praise the Lord!  

Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18 

 

10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salva-
tion perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those 
who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, 
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13 And again, 
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, 
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself like-
wise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the 
one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who 
all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear 
that he did not come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. 17 
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, 
so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested. 
 
GOSPEL SONG:  “Angels From the Realms of Glory” 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:13-23 
 
13

 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 

14
 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went 

to Egypt 
15

 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called 
my son.”  
 

 

 

 
 
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 

17
 Then what had been 

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 

18
 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
  

19
 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt and said, 
20

 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 

21
 Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
22

 
But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. 

23
 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 

that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be 
called a Nazarene.”  
 
SERMON:  Bishop Craig Schweitzer video 
 
SONG OF THE DAY:  “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
SHARING OF  THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING SONG: “Christmas Offering” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

WE SHARE THE MEAL 
 
 
PREPARATION FOR THE MEAL 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO OUR LORD’S SUPPER 


