
 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 

1004 E Highland Acres Rd.  

Bismarck, ND 58501 

 

Phone: 223-1001 
Website: www.churchofthecross.org 

Office Hours: 8a-4p Monday—Thursday; 8-noon pm Friday 
                                 Summer Hours: Mon– Fri. 8:00am–noon 

  
Staff: 

Lisa Ahlness, Pastor 
Cell:220-9011 / Email: lisaahlness@hotmail.com or  

lccpastor@midconetwork.com 
 

Connie Werner, Secretary cell:400-5852 
Office #223-1001 / Email: churchsecretary@midconetwork.com 

 
Art Wheeler, Treasurer 

527-9582/Email: lcctreasurer@midconetwork.com 
 

Peder Gulleson, Worship Coordinator  
Cell: #680-8787 / Email: theriver@midconetwork.com 

 
Joel Crane, Wednesday Worship Coordinator 

98-2604/cranejoel58@gmail.com 
 
 

2025 Church Council Members  
Scot Long, President, scotglong@gmail.com 400.2169 

Mike Geiermann, Vice President,  mgeiermann12@gmail.com 471.5122 
Jesse Karvo, Secretary jfish321@gmail.com 426.7439  

Janice Martin, msladyj2000@gmail.com 471.5600 
Rod Sargent, randdebsarg@beu.midco.net 880.8238 

Molly Traynor, mktraynor@hotmail.com 202.0891 
Kathryn Spilman, healthandskingbykathryn@gmail.com 527.6867 

 

 

                                    Lutheran Church of the Cross 

Christmas Eve Festival Worship Service 

December 24, 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS 
The Nativity of our Lord—Christmas Eve Service 

December 24, 2025 5:00pm Service 
 
 

MUSICAL WELCOME 
You are invited to sing with the River Worship Team throughout our worship.  
All songs and worship liturgy will be projected on the screens for your use. 

 
PRELUDE MUSIC 
“Prepare the Royal Highway”         
“What Child is This”                    
“Welcome to Our World”      
“Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground)  
“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”         

“Good Christian Friends Rejoice”        
“Away in a Manger”  

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
“In the Bleak Midwinter”          

“O Holy Night”                           
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”        
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING SONG: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 
GREETINGS OF PEACE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
OUR CONFESSION, GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
GATHERING SONG:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  ELW 283 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 96 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased  

poinsettias 

to decorate the sanctuary this Christmas season and to those 

who decorated the sanctuary. 



 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
~  Given by John & Janet Doerner  
       In memory of Judi Fockler 
 
~ Given by Mavis Pommerer  
        In memory of Roger Pommerer 
        In honor of all the men & women serving in our military. 
 
~  Given by Lois Hanson  
       In honor of the River and all musicians who give of their talent                    
 to make our worship more meaningful.  
 
~  Given by Brian Dahl Family  
        In memory of Phillip & Vivian Dahl 
 
~  Given by Ken, Dick, Ron & Pam  
        In memory of Ed & Ella Ottenbacher 
 
~  Given by Lisa Ahlness & VanVechten Crane  
      In memory of Paul Ahlness, Hans Ahlness  Richard & Mary Crane 
 
~  Given by Ernie Torpen  
        In memory of Joyce, Kenneth & Leonard Torpen 
 
~  Given by Tracy & Mike Geiermann 
        In honor of our kids and grandkids 
 
 
~  Given by Molly & Ken Traynor 
   In memory of Duane & Vernice Traynor, Shirley Scott, 
      & Scott Kennedy 

 

 

CHRISTMAS HYMN:            “Joy to the World”  ELW #267 
 
SECOND READING:  Titus 2:11-14 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” V.1 ELW #275 

 

GOSPEL READING:  Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
 
SERMON    Pastor Lisa Ahlness   
 
SONG OF THE DAY:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   ELW 279 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”   ELW 286 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER “Still, Still, Still”    
 

WE SHARE THE MEAL 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE MEAL 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   Spoken 
 
INVITATION TO OUR LORD’S SUPPER  All Are Welcome 
 
COMMUNION SONGS:  “The First Noel” 
               “Lo, How a Rose”  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING/POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION:   Spoken 
 
SENDING SONG:   “Silent Night” ELW 281 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
POSTLUDE SONG:  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 
 



 

 

   Poinsettia flowers given in memory or in honor …. 
 
~ Given by Art Wheeler  
    In memory of Florence Wheeler, Kenneth & Gertrude Wheeler, Oscar & Anne   
    Fiske     

     
~ Given by John & Jean Kraft  
        In memory of their daughter; Jackie Kraft Kolpack 
       In honor of their grandchildren Kennedy– Hayden and their great    
   grandchildren Bowen & twins Georgia & Annie 
 
~  Given by Bruce & Peggy Hetland  & family    
         In memory of Bradley James Hetland 
 
~  Given by Mark & Val Kunze & family  
        In memory of Russell & Lois Kunze and Jim Klein 
 
~  Given by Ken & Karen Will  
    In honor of our grandchildren 
 
~  Given by Sally & Terry Grenz   
     In honor of all children in the world 
 
~  Given by Kathy Wood   
         In memory of Todd Wood 
 
~  Given by Lee & Ruth Jensen  
    In memory of Gerald Jensen  
        In honor of Audrey Hansen and Beverly Thurier 

 

 

 
~   Given by John and Mark Erickstad families  
         In memory of Ralph & Lois Erickstad 
 
~   Given by Candace, Gloria, Sandra  
         In honor of Conrad and Agnes Christianson 
 
~   Given by Roger & Esther Anderson  
         In honor of our parents 
  
~   Given by Jim & Marjo Hewitson  
     In honor of granddaughters Katie & Brooke 
 
~   Given by Steve & Cheryl Neu  
     In memory of those we have lost to live with Jesus 
         In honor of our children and grandchildren 
 
~   Given by Donna Belisle   
  In memory of Gene Belisle  
         
~   Given by Amy Hammond and families  
         In memory of Bette & Judi Fockler 
 
~   Given by Lynn & Marlene Grabow  
         In memory of Keaton Westlake 
 
~   Given by Kelly & Wayne Olson  
         In honor of our children and grandchildren 
 
~   Given by Jan & Keven Martin  
 In memory of Bernie & Vic Goetz 
 
~   Given by Jim & Kay Miller  
 In memory of parents & sister 
 In honor of children Terra, Mike, Krisi, Tim, Brandon, & Tiffany family 


