
 

 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 

1004 E Highland Acres Rd.  

Bismarck ND 58501 

 

Phone: 223-1001 
Website:  www.churchofthecross.org 

Winter Hours: Mon.– Thursday 8–3pm Fri 8 to noon 
Summer Office Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8:00 am—noon 

    

Staff: 
Lisa Ahlness, Pastor 

Cell: 220.9011 / lisaahlness@hotmail.com  
 

Connie Werner, Secretary cell 400.5852 
Office 223-1001 / churchsecretary@midconetwork.com 

 
Art Wheeler, Co-Treasurers 

527-9582/ lcctreasurer@midconetwork.com 
Sarah Dahl, 226.6844/sarahdahlmba@gmail.com  

 
Peder Gulleson, Sunday Worship Coordinator  

680.8787/theriver@midconetwork.com 
 

Joel Crane, Wednesday Worship Coordinator 
498-2604/cranejoel58@gmail.com 

 

2025 Church Council Members  
Scot Long, President, scotglong@gmail.com 400.2169 

Mike Geiermann, Vice President, mgeiermann12@gmail.com 471.5122 
Jessi Karvo, Secretary, jfish321@gmail.com 426.7439  

Janice Martin, msladyj2000@gmail.com 471.5600 
Rod Sargent, randdebsarge@beu.midco.net 880.8238  

Molly Traynor, mktraynor@hotmail.com 202.0891 
             Kathryn Spilman, healthandskinbykathryn@gmail.com 527.6867 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS  
October 19, 2025 

 
You are invited to sing with the Worship Team as we gather for worship. All songs and worship 

liturgy will be projected on the screens for your use.  

 

WE COME TOGETHER 
Introduction 

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. 
Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to 

Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.  
 
 

PRELUDE: “Day by Day”, “God of Wonders” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
GREETINGS OF PEACE 
 
OUR CONFESSION, GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
GATHERING SONG:  “Rise Up O Saints of God” 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31  
 
22

 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 

23
 He took them and sent 

them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
24

 Jacob was left 
alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 

25
 When the man saw that he 

did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip 
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 

26
 Then he said, “Let me go, for the 

day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 
27

 
So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 

28
 Then the man 

said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
God and with humans and have prevailed.” 

 

 

SIGN UP to help with the Pancake Breakfast to be held, November 2.  Sign 
up sheet is in the narthex.  You are needed. 
 
Let’s fill up the tree in the narthex with everyone’s favorite Bible verse. 

Faith Lutheran’s Pie & Coffee Day is Saturday, October 25 from 9—2pm.  
They will be serving delicious rolls, muffins, pie and coffee.  As well as soup & 
sandwiches during the extended lunch hour.  In between eating 9 at 9 am and 
lunch at 11:30 the Women of Faith Lutheran church will be offering take home 
baked goods, hand crafted items such as cards, quilts and fall items.  The park-
ing lot is along the north side.  You can take the elevator there to the basement. 
 
 
October’s Altar Focus remains Bismarck Emergency Food Pantry, but with 
an emphasis on spices and staples of flour, sugar,  etc. and  can openers.   
 
Confirmation is next Sunday.  Being confirmed are Frankie Stankiewicz, 
Sander Sagsveen and Brady Staloch. 
 
Also next Sunday is Trunk or Treat.  There are 13  Trunks signed up but the 
parking lot can hold many, many more cars.  If you’ve been thinking about it 
take the plunge you’ll enjoy it.    
    
 
 
       Thank you Deb Patterson for creating this wonderful bulletin board. 
 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross, and to “The River” Blended  
Worship Service this morning! If you are visiting with us today, please take a 
moment to sign the guestbook in the narthex. 

 
Book Club Choices:  Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Library.  
November—”The Wine Makers Wife” by Kristin Harmel 
December—”When Breath Becomes Air” by Paul Kalanihi 
January —”All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker 
February—”The Briar Club” by Kate Quinn 
 
FIND YOUR BALANCE  Stress Relief & Support, a monthly stress manage-
ment offering held at UCC the third Thursday Sept. 28—April 16.  6—7:15 pm.   

Beer & Hymns  Monday, October 20 from 7—9 pm at the Mandan Eagles. 

All Saints Service Wednesday, November 5 at St. George’s Episcopal 6:15pm 

Trunk or Treat October 26 3-4 pm in the parking lot or if inclement weather in-
side. Volunteers, trunks, candy, and trick or treaters are needed.  Sign up in nar-
thex.  

Jesus & Women Mtg Dates: 10/22, 10/29, 11/12, 11/19, 12/3 Conference Rm. 

There will be a Health Information Fair at the Missouri Slope Campus on N. 
Washington Tues, Nov. 4th  10-2 pm . 

The Chosen Bible Study October 19th at 3pm or Tuesday Oct. 21 at 5pm. 

Usher Training, Saturday, October 25 2 11:00am. 

Camp of the Cross Pancake Breakfast November 2 serving after the service.  
The famous Wishek sausage will be paired with the tremendously tender pan-
cakes LCC is also known for.  Stay for breakfast to support Camp of the Cross. 
Food donations and workers are needed.  Sign up sheet is in  the narthex.   

Volunteer now to help your church.  Ushers, Communion Assistants and Scrip-
ture readers are needed every week.  It takes less than an hour of your time. 
Get your kids involved with you as you usher.  

 

 

29
 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it 

that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 
30

 So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 

31
 

The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

  from where will my help come? 

 2 My help comes from the Lord, 

  who made heaven and earth. 
 

 3 He will not let your foot be moved; 

  he who keeps you will not slumber. 

 4 He who keeps Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

 5 The Lord is your keeper; 

  the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

 6 The sun shall not strike you by day 

  nor the moon by night. 
 

 7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

  he will keep your life. 

 8 The Lord will keep 

  your going out and your coming in 

  from this time on and forevermore.  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

14
 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, know-

ing from whom you learned it 
15

 and how from childhood you have known sa-

cred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Je-

sus.  
16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for re-

proof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17
 so that the person 

of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 



 

 

  
4:1

 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 

the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 
2
 

proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavora-

ble; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 
3
 For 

the time is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having 

their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

desires 
4
 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to 

myths. 
5
 As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION SONG: “Alleluia” setting 10 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8  

 
1
 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 
2
 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God 

nor had respect for people. 
3
 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to 

him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 
4
 For a while he refused, 

but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, 

5
 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 

that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 
6
 And the Lord said, 

“Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
7
 And will not God grant justice to his cho-

sen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 
8
 I 

tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?”  

 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR of October 19, 2025 
 
 

Today, October 19:      River Practice 9:00 am 
                                                                      River Service/Church school                     
    10:00am  
                                                                      Coffee 11:00am 
                                                                      Chosen Bible Study 3m 
 
Monday, October  20:                                  Stitching Group 9:00 am 
                                                                       Beer & Hymns 7pm 
                                                                       
Tuesday, October  21:                                 Chosen Bible Study 5pm 
                                            
 
Wednesday, October 22:                             Supper 5pm 
   Worship 6:15pm      
   Church School /Confirmation 
   River Practice 7pm  
        
            
Thursday, October 23:                           Quilting 1:00pm 
 AA Meeting 8pm  
     
 
Friday, October 24:       Wired Word 1:30pm 
          

Saturday, October 25:                                 Men’s Bible Study 10am  
                
 
Sunday, October 26:                                River Practice 9:00am 
                                                                       River Service 10:00am 
   Confirmation Reception 11:00am  

  
Upcoming Events: 

October 26: Reformation Sunday, Confirmation, Reception, & Trunk or Treat 

November 2: Pancake Breakfast  11am 



 

 

 

 

SERMON   Pastor Lisa Ahlness 

SONG OF THE DAY: “Word of God Speak”  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
SHARING OF  THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING SONG: “Ancient Words”  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 
 
 
 

WE SHARE THE MEAL 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE MEAL 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 
COMMUNION SONG: “Precious Lord Take My Hand” 
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING/POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
SENDING SONG: “My Lighthouse” 
   



 

 

 

 

       “THE RIVER”  and “LIVING WATER” WORSHIP MINISTERS 
 
Pastor—Pastor Lisa Ahlness 
Scripture Reader—Murray Sagsveen 
Ushers—Kay Koch,  Kathryn & Alex Spilman 
Communion Assistants—Myrtice Behan, Sondra Krogstad, Heather Martin 
Altar Guild—Mavis Pommer, Kathryn Spilman, Ruth Jensen, Suzanne Toso 
Faith and Care Group  1— Janet & Troy Bassingthwaite, Annie & Aanen Bergrud 
River Worship Team—  
     Sound Board Technicians— Larry Wolf, Karen Will.  
     Projection Team— Caden Kunze, Jace Kunze, Val Kunze, Rod Sargent, Art    
 Wheeler 
     Streaming Team— Mark Kunze, Karen Will, Art Wheeler 
     River Singers— Joel Crane, Mike Geiermann, Marlene Grabow, Sally Grenz, 
 Paul Gurholt, Doug  Johnson, Cherie Krueger, AJ Marx, Kathy Morrison, Mark   
 Murie, Deb Patterson, Amanda Sagsveen  
     Percussionist— Kari Harris 
     Violinist—Fynn Sagsveen 
     Accompanists—Luke Weber, Gerri Sarsten, Jan & Joel Gilbertson, Eve Kath 
     Sunday Worship Coordinator—Peder Gulleson 
 
Living Water Worship Team 
     Living Water Singers—Caroline Collins, Keira Collins, Joel Crane,  
      Annabelle Ellison, Brandi Ellison, Amanda Sagsveen 
     Percussionist—Kari Harris 
     Guitarists— Kolton Harris, Joel Crane, Peder Gulleson 
     Accompanist —Luke Weber 
     Sound—Peder Gulleson 
     Wednesday Worship Coordinator—Joel Crane 
 
Prayers, Births, Deaths, Concerns  
 
For those struggling with health and other concerns:  
Tracy Martinson, Earl Larson, Nancy Dockter, Hattie Martinson, Carter Weigel, Josey 
Hanson, Heidi Renner, JoDee Sayler, Diane Klein, Libby Martin, Kira Willadsen, Kerry 
Carpenter, Sher Harildstad, Peg Ahlness, Shirley Holder, Jerry Hanson, Joyce Wahl, 
Jeff Christianson, Arvid Mugaas, Pete Barrette, Heather Martin, Katie Leer, Daryl Hod-
nefield, Lorna Mathais, Jagger Lindsey, Sandy Drevecky, Keaton Westlake, Emmett 
Wolf 
 
For those dealing with the death of these loved ones— 
John Hertzgard, Judi Fockler, Collette Ternes, Madison Woehl, Jim Hausmann 


