
 

 

Veteran’s 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that 
the Lord has spoken we will do.”  

 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 100 
 

 
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Worship the LORD with gladness; 
 come into his presence with singing. 
 3Know that the LORD is God. 
 It is he that made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
 and his courts with praise. 
 Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 5For the LORD is good; 
 his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
 
 1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glo-
ry of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disap-
point us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS  
“The River” Worship Service 

June 29, 2025 
 

You are invited to sing with the Worship Team as we gather for worship. All songs and worship 
liturgy will be projected on the screens for your use.  

 

Introduction 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to free-

dom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom 
to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God has given 

us. This is the path of life.  

 

WE COME TOGETHER 
 
 

PRELUDE: “Let the River Flow”, “Fruit of the Spirit” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GREETINGS OF PEACE 
 
OUR CONFESSION, GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
GATHERING SONG:  “Baptized in Water” 
 
SERVICE OF BAPTISM 
 
SPECIAL SONG: “You Are Loved” 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

FIRST READING: 1Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
Elijah says to Elisha, Follow me and do not continue plowing  
 
15

 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Da-
mascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 

16
 Also 

you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Eli-
sha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
 

   

 

 

Are you a prayer warrior?  We need you!  We are revamping the LCC prayer 
chain, having lost several participants over the last few years.  It is a simple 
phone tree.  You will be called with a request to pray about, and then you will 
call the next person to pass on the request.  Very easy to do from home, and 
vitally important.  Call Connie at 223-1001 to be added to the Pray Chain, or tell 
Pastor Lisa. Those currently on the Prayer Chain please call to confirm your 
continuation to be on the prayer chain and to convey which phone number to 
be listed.  Thank you. 
 
 

Every Sunday during the summer Camp of the Cross will have an outdoor 
worship service.  There is a community meal that follows the service each 
Sunday as well.  The outdoor services run June 8—August 10  at 1228 47th 
Ave NW Garrison. 
 
 

The Church Council will be meeting immediately after the summer picnics/
worship in July 9, August- TBD 
 
The bulletin board is empty.  Anyone have creative ideas for one?   
 
Ann Hillesland’s funeral is scheduled for August 8 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross, and to “The River” Blended  
Worship Service this morning! If you are visiting with us today, please take a 
moment to sign the guestbook in the narthex. 

 
Book Club Choices:  Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Library.  
July — The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles 
August—James by Percival Everett 
September—Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon 
 
The two summer altar focus collections are LWR Baby Care Kits, and non per-
ishable food items for the Emergency Food Pantry. The listing for the Baby 
Care kits can be found in the narthex.  For those who love to rummage sale, 
pick up items as you seen them.  They will be assembled  into kit form later. 
 
There is now a sign up sheet in the narthex for August’s  - December’s Sunday 
Ministerial Duties.  Please take the time to review your schedule and fill in your 
name to help in this vital ministry of the church.  You’ll find this on the round ta-
ble near the bathrooms. 
  
 
Being baptized today is Callen Ron Martin, parents are Mariah & Dauntae Mar-
tin.  Welcome to LCC and God’s family! 
 
The next summertime picnic and outdoor worship is July  9. The picnic be-
gins at 5pm with LCC furnishing the meat, buns, and beverage  Participants feel 
free to bring a dish to share.  Come enjoy the outdoors, worship God and have 
fellowship with your friends all at the same time. 

There is a registration form for Vacation Bible School out in the narthex.  Va-
cation Bible School will be held at UCC August 10-13 from 6—8pm.  A light sup-
per will be served at 5:30 each night.  The link for the online registration 
is https://shorturl.at/CG8pf.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  
19

 So he set out from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plow-
ing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. 
Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 

20
 He left the oxen, ran after 

Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow 
you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 

21
 

He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; 
using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh and gave it to the peo-
ple, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah and became his servant.  
 

 
RESPONSIVE READNG: Psalm 16 
I have set the Lord always before me. (Ps. 16:8)  
 
1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

 2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 

  I have no good apart from you.” 
 

 3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones 

  in whom is all my delight. 
 

 4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 

  their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

  or take their names upon my lips. 
 

 5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

  you hold my lot. 

 6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

  I have a goodly heritage. 
 

 7 I bless the Lord, who gives me counsel; 

  in the night also my heart instructs me. 

 8 I keep the Lord always before me; 

  because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 

 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 

  my body also rests secure. 

 10 For you do not give me up to Sheol 

  or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 

 11 You show me the path of life. 

  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

  in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 

https://shorturl.at/CG8pf


 

 

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1,13-25  
Love is the whole law, gift of the Spirit  

 
1
 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. 

  
13

 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become en-

slaved to one another. 
14

 For the whole law is summed up in a single command-

ment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15

 If, however, you bite and de-

vour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

  
16

 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17

 For 

what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is op-

posed to the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from do-

ing what you want. 
18

 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the 

law. 
19

 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, de-

bauchery, 
20

 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissen-

sions, factions, 
21

 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am 

warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

  
22

 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 
23

 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 

such things. 
24

 And those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. 
25

 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the 

Spirit.  

 

GOSPEL SONG: “Good Soil” 

 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR of June 29, 2025 
 
 

Today, June 29:           River Practice 9:00 am 
   River Service 10:00am  
   Coffee Hour 11:00am 
  
 
Monday, June 30:                                            Stitching Group 9am 
      
 
Tuesday, July 1:  
                                            
 
Wednesday, July 2:          River Practice 7pm      
 
                  
Thursday, July 3:                                             AA Meeting 8pm  
           
 
Friday, July 4:                                                  4th of July 
          Office closed  
   
          
Saturday, July 5:                                             Men’s Bible Study 10am  
                
 
Sunday, July 6:     River Practice 9:00am 
     Coffee Hour 11:00am  
     
   

Upcoming Events 
Summer Picnics July 9 and August TBD 
 
Vacation Bible School  August 10-13 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62 
Jesus says, Follow me and do not look back  

 
  

51
 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 
52

 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered 
a village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, 

53
 but they did not receive 

him because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
54

 When his disciples James 
and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?” 

55
 But he turned and rebuked them. 

56
 

Then they went on to another village. 
  

57
 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 
58

 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 

59
 To another 

he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
60

 
And Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

61
 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 

let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62

 And Jesus said to him, “No one 
who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
 
 

SERMON   Pastor Lisa Ahlness 

SONG OF THE DAY: “Here I Am Lord” 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
SHARING OF  THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING SONG: “Give Us Clean Hands” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 



 

 

 

    WE SHARE THE MEAL 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE MEAL 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 
COMMUNION SONG: “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING/POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING SONG: “You Shine”  
 
DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       “THE RIVER”  and “LIVING WATER” WORSHIP MINISTERS 
 
Pastor—Pastor Lisa Ahlness 
Scripture Reader—Tracy Wolf 
Ushers—Keven & Janice Martin, Art Wheeler 
Communion Assistants—Ken Will, Art Wheeler, John Kraft 
Altar Guild—Valerie Kunze, Joyce Wah, Suzanne Toso 
Faith and Care Group  5— Kathy Wood, Kathryn & Alex Spilman 
River Worship Team—  
     Sound Board Technicians— Larry Wolf, Karen Will 
     Projection Team— Caden Kunze, Jace Kunze, Val Kunze, Rod Sargent, Art    
 Wheeler 
     Streaming Team— Mark Kunze, Karen Will, Art Wheeler 
     River Singers— Joel Crane, Marlene Grabow, Sally Grenz, Paul Gurholt, Doug   
 Johnson, Cherie Krueger, AJ Marx, Mark Murie, Amanda Sagsveen, Tom Wade 
     Percussionist— Kari Harris 
     Violinist—Fynn Sagsveen 
     Accompanists—Luke Weber, Gerri Sarsten, Jan & Joel Gilbertson, Eve Kath 
     Sunday Worship Coordinator—Peder Gulleson 
 
Living Water Worship Team 
     Living Water Singers—Caroline Collins, Keira Collins, Joel Crane,  
      Annabelle Ellison, Brandi Ellison, Amanda Sagsveen 
     Percussionist—Kari Harris 
     Guitarists— Kolton Harris, Joel Crane, Peder Gulleson 
     Accompanist —Luke Weber 
     Sound—Peder Gulleson 
     Wednesday Worship Coordinator—Joel Crane 
 
Prayers, Births, Deaths, Concerns  
 
For those struggling with health and other concerns:  
Tracy Martinson, Earl Larson, Nancy Dockter, Lori Marx, Hattie Martinson, Carter Wei-
gel, Josey Hanson, Heidi Renner, JoDee Sayler, Diane Klein, Libby Martin, Kira Willad-
sen, Kerry Carpenter, Linda Marson, Lonnie Sunde, Reece Fischer,  Paul Kuch, Christ 
Gerr, Sher Harildstad, Peg Ahlness, Keaton Westlake, Shirley Holder, Jerry Hanson, 
Carolyn Wegerle, Joyce Wahl, Steve Krogstad, Jeff Christianson, Arvid Mugaas, Pete 
Barrette, Heather Martin, Collette Ternes, Doug Sprynczynatyk, Katie Leer, Daryl Hod-
nefield 
 
For those dealing with the death of these loved ones— 
Ann Hillesland, Barb Norby, Jerry Jensen, Audrey Hanson 


