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From Pastor Lisa

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:5

December. This is the season of darkness in our area. Many go to work or school while it is still
dark, and come home when it is dark again. Darkness feels so pervasive, that, when coupled with
the cold of winter, it can feel heavy and oppressive. This feeling is deepened when we consider
the state of the world around us. Feeding ministries serving hundreds of people per day. Folks
seeking shelter from the cold fill the places that offer it before winter has even turned terrible. War,
ongoing war, war in even the holiest of places brings with it many forms of suffering and devasta-
tion. So much violence, so much need — we feel inadequate to help enough and overwhelmed by

My husband and | are “older and wiser” enough nowadays that we have given up climbing on the
roof to hang lights on the eaves this season. We put red and green bulbs in our outside lantern
lights and call it good! However, in this season of darkness, | do really appreciate the lights on
houses — whether they go all out, or are lovely and artistic, or are just a string on the porch. Even
the small ones, even our few light bulbs, help dispel the darkness, help us see the way.

Noticing that, last night, made me think about the other kinds of darkness in our world. We can’t
do it all. We do feel overwhelmed. We don’t want people to suffer. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells
surprised followers that whenever they took care of someone in need, they did the same for
him. And the same was true whenever they didn’t take care of someone in need.

| want to say thank you for all the ways you care for others. Even when you’re busy; even when
you’re overwhelmed. Your generosity with your talents, and your time, and your finances — inside
and outside of church - is an inspiration to others and fulfilling your call in baptism to serve God’s
people.

O God our light, may our lives reflect you. May we live peace. Amen.

Blessings to you this Advent and Christmas!

Pastor Lisa



Advent Meals and Worship Wednesdays in Advent—only three this year, Dec. 4th, 11th & 18th—
will feature homemade soups plus bread and desserts. Our confirmation students will assist in serv-
ing, and freewill offerings will go to help them attend Bible camp in the summer! Come join in for
some lovely warming food, fellowship and worship. Supper begins at 5pm—come when you can,
until close to 6pm.

Schedule: Dec. 4th: Chili cookoff, bring your best chili - 6th graders assist

Dec. 11th: Knoepfla Soup cookoff—let’s try them all! - 7th graders assist

Dec. 20th: homemade Beef Barley Vegetable Soup - 8th graders assist

Our Advent worship begins at 6:15pm on these Wednesdays, and features the very love sung litur-
gy called Holden Evening Prayer, which will be led by our Living Water worship team. These brief
services will not include the same sermon as Sunday, but scripture and a reflection on our Advent
theme of Grace. Join us at 6:15pm each Wednesday! Happily, these services will also be
livestreamed! So you can watch from our website at that time, or catch up later. Blessed Advent to
all!

Chili Cook Off on Dec. 4th! This week
already!! Is chili one of your favorite cold-
weather meals? Mine, too! A couple of
years ago we tried something that was a
big hit; the chili cook off! So, onto the third
annual! You are invited to make your spe-
cial chili, whatever that is, and bring it in a
crockpot (or normal pot) on Dec. 4th for the
Advent meal. Pots will them be numbered,
and diners will be given bowls to try as I :
many as they like, and then vote for their ) LR e
favorite. Food and fun all in one night! :
Please bring your chili by 5 pm, or run it

S TRl  German Dumpling
Knoephla

And just for good measure—Knoepfla
Soup Cookoff Dec. 11" One of our wor-
ship team leaders pondered out loud
‘wouldn’t it be fun if.....Everyone make ita °
bit differently....” And so began our first ev- | &
er attempt at knoepfla soup cookoff! Bring
your own favorite knoepfla soup and be
prepared for many to ask for the recipe!
Same plan as the chili cookoff—bring your
pots by 5pm or bring earlier and we’ll heat
them for you.




Altar Focus: Carrie’s Kids

Carrie’s Kids will be the Altar Focus for the month of December. A Christmas tree is set up in the
narthex with paper “jeans” ornaments listing the sizes of K-6th grade boys. Jeans are the primary
focus—track pants are also very popular—and other items such as socks and underwear are wel-
come, too. Carrie’s Kids is a local organization started by a former school social worker, helping
200-300 children and adolescents weekly, who are homeless or at risk, with a variety of programs,
events, and groups.

Our second Altar Focus for December is Good Gifts, which is a program of our denomination,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We have catalogs available on the table by the foun-
tain in the narthex and ornaments on the small tree and a table in the narthex as well. You can
choose something, make the appropriate donation to LCC and memo it “Good Gifts” (there are cute
cards on the table for you to send the recipient as well), or you can do everything online at
www.elca.org/goodgifts. These qifts are great teaching tools for kids (who are excited to know how
the honeybees, or goat or chicks they have given will help a family across the world live better), and
perfect for the person who already has everything! There is something to suite everyone’s interests,
from animals to tuition, to counseling, to toilets, to school supplies, to vaccinations, to plants and
trees, and much, much more. Here’s a way to add meaning to your Christmas, and to someone
else’s as well.

Poinsettia Order Forms

You can participate in beautifying the altar area and whole sanctuary with poinsettias at Christmas.
The poinsettia order forms are at the back of the church and placed throughout the narthex. Please
fill the form out and return it to the plastic bin next to the secretary’s office or place it in the offering
plate. Costis $18/plant and the forms need to be turned in by December 18.




Christmas Caroling Dec.22nd, 2 pm

Please sign up in the narthex to join together for an hour or so of Christmas caroling to the homes
of some of our members who can’t come to church. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 2pm on
Sunday, Dec. 22nd, split into groups, and go to about three places each depending on how far
apart they are. You are welcome to come spontaneously, but if you sign up ahead, we will be bet-
ter able to plan groups and stops. Music will be provided. Come give an hour and spread some

joy!

If you don’t sing but would be willing to take Christmas cookies to a house or two, please let Sally
Grenz know!

Community Christmas Concert at LDS Dec. 13"

There is a wonderful opportunity coming to get in the Christmas spirit! A combination off LCC sing-
ers from the River Team and Living Water will be performing in the 9th Annual Interfaith Communi-
ty Christmas Concert. This a FREE Interfaith Community Christmas Concert and people of all
faiths are invited to attend! The concert is an opportunity to reflect on the reason we as Christians
celebrate Christmas—the joy of Jesus Christ ‘s birth. In addition, there will be wonderful music
from a variety of Bismarck musical groups. This concert is Dec. 13 at 6:30 pm. The location is the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1500 Country West Rd., Bismarck. Please join us!

Heat the Church

Thank you for continuing this tradition of donating funds towards heating the church. A binder with
a calendar has been placed on the round table near the hallway to the bathrooms in the narthex.
Although the cost of heating may have gone up a dime or two, contributing to the remains the
same price as in previous years. November and March is $10/day. December through February is
$25/day. Choose the date(s) that have special meaning in the lives of your families. Donate in the
memory of someone, or acknowledge a special event or purpose. Donations may be mailed or you
may choose to use electronic giving though our website.

Cookie Walk is back!

One of our favorite Sundays of the year, and such a great combination with the Church School
Christmas Program! If you are a baker, sign up on the poster in the narthex to bring a couple doz-
en (or more!) of your Christmas specialties. On Dec. 15 after worship, we will have all the cookies
laid out in the multipurpose room, next to the kitchen. You will receive a container and can then
choose your goodies. Cost is a donation, with a suggested price of minimum $5 per dozen. All
proceeds will benefit Heaven’s Helpers Soup Café. You can help an important feeding ministry in
our community and enjoy holiday treats as well. We all get to taste different Christmas cookies,
without baking them all ourselves! A win win! Any leftovers will be plated up to be taken to some of
our members who can’t make it to church. Please note: we do have a Thrivent grant to offset
some of the expenses involved. Let Sally Grenz know if you need ingredients for your baking.

Camp of the Cross Benefit Breakfast on Dec. 8! We hope you can come to church for Sunday’s
delicious pancake and Wishek sausage breakfast after worship! Your free will offering will help the
camp continue to flourish. Deacon Janie will be preaching in worship and will have other staff with
her. Come greet them, enjoy some fantastic food and fellowship, and support our great camp!

Book Club Choices: Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Library.

December: The Wish Book Christmas by Lynn Austin
January: What She Left Behind by Ellen Marie Wiseman
February: Montana 1948 by Larry Watson

Join us for uplifting and delightful discussions about each current selection. We are always looking
for new readers who bring their own unique perspective on the books discussed.



Legacy: Living and Leaving A Life With Meaning
Tharan W. Leopold, ELCA Foundation Regional Gift Planner

One of the universal desires we all have is that our life should be lived with meaning and purpose.
We want live in such a way that makes a positive impact on the world around us and on the lives of
those we love. And, with some careful planning, we hope to leave something behind when we die—
something to be remembered by, something that enables our life’s work to live on long after we're
gone. In life, and in death, we want our imprint on the world to be a reflection of our values. That is
the very definition of a Legacy.

So, what will your legacy be? What story will your life tell? Have you given any thought to it, or will
you simply leave your legacy to chance? Unfortunate, most of us spend more time planning our
next vacation than we do planning ( and /or reviewing ) our legacy.

What plans do you have in place? Do your plans include more than just a will? When did you last
review your plans? Have you shared your plans with those around you who are important to you
(your loved ones, the causes and institutions you support)?

That last step is perhaps the most important. Often even good, solid, legal and financial plans still
fail to accomplish a person’s legacy goals. Your legacy is more than just some numbers on a finan-
cial ledge or a name on the deed to be bit of land. Your legacy should be a story, and the story
should tell what you are most proud of and what gave your life its deepest meaning.

Years ago, | read an article by a person who recounted his experience at the reading of the last will
and testament of his recently deceased grandmother. What he expected was a typical, bland, life-
less narration that goes something like this: “I (inserted the deceased person’s name), being of
sound mind and body do herby bequeath the following...” which is then followed by a laundry list of
cash and other assets and who they go to.

But what he heard instead was a beautiful, extremely personal and touching narration by his grand-
mother about her faith. She wrote about how her faith had sustained her in good times and bad.
She framed her whole life, her experiences and her possessions, as purposeful and faithful. Clearly
she wanted to pass along not just possessions, but the faith that had shaped her whole life. And in
so doing, she shaped how her heirs remembered her and how they received whatever possessions
she left to them.

Inherited wealth and possessions may quickly fade, but an inherited faith that gives life purpose and
meaning is a gift that will last a lifetime...or more!
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1004 E Highland Acres Rd
Bismarck ND 58501

701.223.1001

churchsecretary@midconetwork.com E - N ew S

Worship Times:
Wednesday Worship
6:15pm (School year)
Sunday Worship

The River Service
10:00am

Lisa Ahlness, Pastor

Office Hours:

M -TH 8-4pm

Fri. 8-noon School Year
Summer Hours 8—noon
Mon.—Fri

Making Jesus Known by Sharing our Gifts



