
 

 

Veteran’s 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that 
the Lord has spoken we will do.”  

 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 100 
 

 
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Worship the LORD with gladness; 
 come into his presence with singing. 
 3Know that the LORD is God. 
 It is he that made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
 and his courts with praise. 
 Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 5For the LORD is good; 
 his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
 
 1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glo-
ry of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disap-
point us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS  
“The River” Worship Service 

May 19, 2024 
 

WE COME TOGETHER 
You are invited to sing with the Worship Team as we gather for worship. All songs and worship 

liturgy will be projected on the screens for your use.  
 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC 
   “Great Are You Lord”, “The River is Here”, “The Power of My Spirit” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
    
GREETINGS OF PEACE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
OUR CONFESSION, GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
GATHERING SONG: “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” ELW 400 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led 
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 
“O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will 
lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” 

 

 

Camp of the Cross scholarships available for campers! 
Have you ever been to Camp of the Cross, near Garrison?  It is fantastic!  
Check out the brochures on the kids’ table near the library and see all the sum-
mer opportunities for youth.  (The bulletin board has upcoming retreats, as well!)  
We don’t want cost to be an impediment to your child being able to have this 
fabulous camp experience.  $100 scholarships are available.  Please contact 
Pastor Lisa or treasurer Art Wheeler. 
 
Save The Dates:  Picnics and Worship June 12, July 10, August 14 along 
    with Church Council following. 
                    Hillview Cup Golf Tournament July 11th (MSLCC) 
          VBS  First week in August 4—7 
                             Neighborhood Block Party August 7 with UCC 
 
In the Footsteps of Paul tour coming in March 2025!  
We have many tools to help Bible stories come alive for us: maps, study guides, 
commentaries, different translations. But nothing brings more aha! moments 
and enhances understanding better than traveling to the places and getting to 
know the context that surround and shape the story. Pastor Lisa will be leading 
a group to Greece and Turkey, to some of the places where Paul preached and 
ministered, from March 18-29, 2025. You will visit Thessoloniki, Philippi, the Me-
teora monasteries, Delphi, Athens, a 4 day cruise excursion taking us to Myko-
nos, Ephesus (Turkey), Patmos, Rhodes, Crete, and Santorini; and Corinth, be-
fore returning to Athens for departure. Full information is available now; let Pr. 
Lisa know if you are interested in hearing more about it or know someone who 
might like to go. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross, and to “The River” Blended  
Worship Service this morning! If you are visiting with us today, please take a 
moment to sign the guestbook in the narthex. 

 
Book Club Choices:  Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Library.  
June: The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters 
July: To Heaven & Back by Mary C. Neal 
Consider coming to the Book Club. You’ll meet people with a common interest: 
the love of reading.  We have interesting and lively discussions of each book and 
even rate the book from 1—10.  A variety of subjects are read but usually works 
of fiction.  Come share your favorite reads with us. 
 
Mother the Camp will be May’s Altar Focus.  You’ll find the lists are placed in the 
narthex along with a bulletin of ideas. Camp of the Cross thanks you. 
  

There are more T-shirts out in the narthex for the taking. 
 
Seniors graduating this year are  Callie Collins and  Keelin Traynor. 
Stay afterwards and congratulate them today and Wednesday. 
 
The Church Council will be meeting after worship on the Wednesday picnic 
days during the summer. 
 
Next Wednesday is the last service until September except for the three 
Wednesdays picnic/worship services; June 12, July 10, and Aug.14.  The church 
will furnish the hamburgers, chicken. buns, condiments, and water.  Feel free to 
bring a dish to share of your favorite summer dish.  Supper at 5:15pm Worship at 
6pm, Church Council 7pm.   Volunteers are needed for setting up, grillers and 
tearing down.   
 
With the Block Party August 7 volunteers for setting up here are needed as well 
as volunteers for the bars and cookies that we will be serving here.   
 
 
The office will be closed Monday, May 27 for Memorial Day. 
 
 
 

 

 

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off complete-
ly.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am go-
ing to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my peo-
ple. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.” 

 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 
24

O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
 In wisdom you have made them all; 
 the earth is full of your creatures. 
 
25

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
 creeping things innumerable are there, 
 living things both small and great.  
  

26
There go the ships, 

 and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.  

27
These all look to you 

 to give them their food in due season; 

28
when you give to them, they gather it up; 

 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 
29

When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
 when you take away their breath, they die 
 and return to their dust. 
 
30

When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
 and you renew the face of the ground. 
 
31

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
 may the LORD rejoice in his works — 



 

 

 32who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
 who touches the mountains and they smoke. 

 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

 34May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
 for I rejoice in the LORD. 

 35Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 
 and let the wicked be no more. 
 Bless the LORD, O my soul. 
 Praise the LORD! 
  

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21 

1
When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 

place. 
2
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3
Divided tongues, as 

of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4
All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 
the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

5
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jeru-

salem. 
6
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7
Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8
And 

how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9
Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pon-
tus and Asia, 

10
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 

to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11

Cretans and Ar-
abs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of pow-
er.” 

12
All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?” 
13

But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. 

15
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 

o’clock in the morning. 
16

No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Jo-
el:

17
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR of May 19, 2024 
 
 

Today, May 19:                                       River Service 10:00am  
                                                                 Coffee Hour 11:00am 
  Graduates Honored  
 
Monday, May 20:                                     Needlework Group 9:00am  
                                                                  Knitting 4 Others 1pm 
 
                  
Tuesday, May 21:                   
  
             
Wednesday, May 22:                              May 22 Women’s Bible Study 9am  
  Supper 5pm 
 Last Living Water Service 6:15pm 
           Graduates Honored  
 Church school, Confirmation party      
 River practice 7pm                                                           
          
                            
Thursday, May 23 AA Meeting 8pm  
 
Friday, May 24:                                        Wired Word 1:30pm        
       
Saturday, May 25:                                    Men’s Bible Study 10am  
            
 
Sunday, May 26:                             River Service   10am  
                                                                  Coffee Hour 11:00am 
  

Future Happenings 
May 27 Memorial Day Office closed 



 

 

Prayers, Births, Deaths, Concerns 
Please contact Connie in the church office if you have a prayer request, or if you 
will be entering the hospital and would like a pastoral visit. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: 
(We encourage you to take this list home and pray for these people.) 
 
For those struggling with health and other concerns:  
Reece Fischer, Tracy Martinson, Ann Hillesland, Arlene Wolff, Bob Roesler, Earl 
Larson,  Nancy Dockter, Lori Marx, Hattie Martinson, Carter Weigel, Josey Han-
son, Jeff Thomas, Heidi Renner, Kristy Forrest, JoDee Sayler, Colter Lee, Arvid 
Mugaas, Elizabeth Hoglund, Diane Klein, Peg Ahlness, Kaylynn Harris, Pam 
Morris, Jaden Kunze, Libby Martin, Deacon Janie Hague, Kira Willadsen, Kerry 
Carpenter, Linda Marson, Lonnie Sunde, Jacob Hynek, Art Wheeler 
 
For those dealing with the death of these loved ones— Roberta Kunze, Leo Wolf 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 

19
And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 

20
The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 

21
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  “Fall Like Rain” 
 
GOSPEL READING: John 15:26-27;16:4b-15  
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my be-
half. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the begin-
ning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 
you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I 
go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not be-
lieve in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 
will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has 
been condemned. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for 
he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare 
to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
 

SERMON: Pastor Lisa Ahlness 

SONG OF THE DAY: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” ELW 800 

APOSTLES’ CREED 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW 752 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERING: “Offering” 

OFFERING PRAYER 

WE SHARE THE MEAL 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE MEAL 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: “Lord’s Prayer” 
 
INVITATION TO OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 
COMMUNION SONG:  “Our God”  

 
COMMUNION BLESSING/POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION: “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” 
 
SENDING SONG: “Shine Jesus Shine”  
 

DISMISSAL:  “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”   

INTRODUCTION:  

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pente-
cost. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wide-
ness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of dif-
ferent lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his 
disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit re-
veals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. 
Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the 

 

 

       “THE RIVER”  and “LIVING WATER” WORSHIP MINISTERS 
 

Pastor—Pastor Lisa Ahlness 
Scripture Reader—Murray Sagsveen 
Ushers— Roger Krueger, Kay Koch, Mike & Tracy Geiermann 
Communion Assistants—David Drovdahl, Roger & Esther Anderson 
Altar Guild— Suzanne Toso, Sarah Dahl, Kelly Olson 
River Worship Team—  
 Sound Board Technicians— Larry Wolf, Francis Greff 
 Projection Team— Caden Kunze, Jace Kunze, Rod Sargent, Art 
 Wheeler 
  Streaming Team— Mark Kunze, Karen Will, Art Wheeler 
 River Singers— Deb Carpenter, Kerry Carpenter, Marlene Grabow,  
 Sally Grenz, Paul Gurholt, Doug Johnson, Cherie Krueger, AJ Marx, 
 Mark Murie, Amanda Sagsveen, John Sayler, Tom Wade, Barb Wilson 
 Percussionist— Kari Harris 
 Violinist—Fynn Sagsveen 
 Flutist—Beth Greff 
 Accompanists—Gerri Sarsten, Luke Weber, Beth Greff,  
           Jan & Joel Gilbertson 
 
  
Living Water Worship Team 
          Living Water Singers—Joel Crane, Amanda Sagsveen, Brandi Ellison,  
 Annabelle Ellison, Emmeline Chopourian-Jack, Kerry Carpenter, Keelin Traynor, 
 Deb Carpenter 
 Percussionist—Kari Harris 

           Guitarists— Kolton Harris, Joel Crane 

            Accompanist and Sound—Beth Greff 


