
 

 

Veteran’s 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that 
the Lord has spoken we will do.”  

 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 100 
 

 
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Worship the LORD with gladness; 
 come into his presence with singing. 
 3Know that the LORD is God. 
 It is he that made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
 and his courts with praise. 
 Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 5For the LORD is good; 
 his steadfast love endures forever, 
 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
 
 1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glo-
ry of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disap-
point us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS  
“The River” Worship Service 

April 28, 2024 
 

WE COME TOGETHER 
You are invited to sing with the Worship Team as we gather for worship. All songs and worship 

liturgy will be projected on the screens for your use.  
 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC 
                  “My Jesus I Love Thee”, “I Am the Vine”, “Days of Elijah” 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
    
GREETINGS OF PEACE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
OUR CONFESSION, GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Blessed Assurance”  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 
26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 

27
So 

he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 

28
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 

he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 
this chariot and join it.” 

30
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the proph-

et Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31

He replied, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit 
beside him. 

32
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 

 

 

Speaking of Generosity – Opportunities for Giving 
At worship you often hear me thank you for your generosity.  We are grateful!  
Our many ministries here at LCC and those we support in the community and 
wider world could not do it without you!  Here are some ways you can give at 
and through LCC.  Choose which fit your lifestyle best! 
 
Offering envelopes:  These are found on the oak cabinet in the narthex, far 
right side (or ask treasurer Art Wheeler, if they are gone).  You can put cash or 
checks in these and as long as your name is on it (or Art is aware of your enve-
lope number), your offering will be recorded for you. 
 
Online:  we use Vanco for our other forms of giving.  All the options are linked, 
so you can give through any of the following ways and they will all be recorded 
for you.  Art send statements a couple of times per year. 
 
Website:  you can easily set up an online giving account on our website – then 
you don’t have to do it each time you go online.  You can also set recurring gifts 
if you like, and choose various funds to give to, through the website. 
 
Vanco Mobile App:  you can download the Vanco Mobile app on your phone.  
This will link to the same account, if you’ve set one up on the website, or you 
can give only through the app if you like.  Just make sure to choose OUR Lu-
theran Church of the Cross, as there are others! 
 
Text:  You can also give by text!  I know – the world these days!  Many people 
no longer carry cash – but almost everyone carries their smart phone.  So, you 
can use the Vanco Mobile app, OR you can simply send a text to our dedicated 
number:  701-969-7030.  Just put a number in the message – 20 if you’d like to 
give $20, etc.  It will prompt you to sign in or set up a Vanco account (which 
would have your credit, debit or checking account number, which is where the 
money would come from in any of these cases – all safely encrypted, of course.  
This is the same account used for the other methods.).  You can test this by giv-
ing a $1 donation, say, and if you find it simple – maybe this will be your choice 
for giving! 
 
 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Cross, and to “The River” Blended  
Worship Service this morning! If you are visiting with us today, please take a 
moment to sign the guestbook in the narthex. 

 
Book Club Choices:  Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 1:30pm in the Library.  
May: The Midwife’s Song by Brenda Ray 
June: The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters 
July: To Heaven & Back by Mary C. Neal 
Consider coming to the Book Club. You’ll meet people with a common interest: 
the love of reading.  We have interesting and lively discussions 
of each book and even rate the book from 1—10.  A variety of subjects are read 
but usually works of fiction.   
 
Missouri Slope LCC.  BINGO prizes are our Altar Focus for them this month. Do 
you have trinkets, small bottles of lotion, small packages of snacks, etc. to give 
when someone yells  BINGO!!  Drop them off here and we’ll see that they get to 
MSLLC.   
 
 
Mother the Camp will be May’s Altar Focus.  The lists are placed in the narthex.  
Get your copy and start some early shopping.  Camp of the Cross thanks you. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As 
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He com-
manded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until 
he came to Caesarea. 

  
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 22:25-31 
 25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
 my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
 those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
 May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember 
 and turn to the LORD; 
 and all the families of the nations 
 shall worship before him. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
 and he rules over the nations. 
 29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
 and I shall live for him.  
30Posterity will serve him; 
 future generations will be told about the LORD, 
 
31

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
 saying that he has done it.  
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. 
9
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 

his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.   



 

 

10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 

us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his 

Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the 
love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness 

on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 
loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are 
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 

love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  “When We Gather” 
 
GOSPEL READING: John 15:1-8 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He re-
moves every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you un-
less you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.” 

SERMON: Pastor Lisa Ahlness 

SONG OF THE DAY: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR of April 28,  2024 
 
 

Today, April 28:                                       River Service 10:00am  
 Coffee Hour 
 
Monday, April 29:                                    Needlework Group 9:00am  
 
                  
Tuesday, April 30:                   
  
             
Wednesday, May 1:                                Supper 5pm 
 Living Water Service 6:15pm 
 Church school, Confirmation,      
 River practice 7pm                                                           
          
                            
Thursday, May 2:                                     Quilting 1pm          
                                                                  AA Meeting 8pm  
 
Friday, May 3:                                          Wired Word 1:30pm        
       
Saturday, May 4:                                      Men’s Bible Study 10am  
            
 
Sunday, May 5:                              River Service   10am  
                                                                  Coffee Hour 11:00am 
 
 
 

Future Happenings 
May 9th   Church Council Meeting  6:30pm 
May 16th  Theology on Tap 7pm 
May 19th  & 22nd Graduates honored 
May 22 Last Wednesday Service 



 

 

Prayers, Births, Deaths, Concerns 
Please contact Connie in the church office if you have a prayer request, or if you 
will be entering the hospital and would like a pastoral visit. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: 
(We encourage you to take this list home and pray for these people.) 
 
For those struggling with health and other concerns:  
Reece Fischer, Tracy Martinson, Ann Hillesland, Arlene Wolff, Bob Roesler, Earl 
Larson,  Nancy Dockter, Lori Marx, Hattie Martinson, Carter Weigel, Josey Han-
son, Jeff Thomas, Jim Miller, Heidi Renner,  Kristy Forrest, JoDee Sayler, Colter 
Lee, Arvid Mugaas, Elizabeth Hoglund, Diane Klein, Kaylynn Harris, Pam Mor-
ris, Jaden Kunze, Libby Martin, Deacon Janie Hague, Kira Willadsen, Kerry Car-
penter, Linda Marson 
 
For those dealing with the death of these loved ones— Bill Sommers 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:  “Open Our Eyes, Lord” 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERING: “We Are an Offering” 

OFFERING PRAYER 

WE SHARE THE MEAL 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE MEAL 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: Spoken 
 
 
INVITATION TO OUR LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG:  “Abide”  
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING/POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 
BENEDICTION  Spoken 
 
 
SENDING SONG: “Let All Things Now Living”  ELW 881 
 
 
DISMISSAL:  “Days of Elijah”  

 



 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image 
of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the 
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. 
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive 
with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his 
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

       “THE RIVER”  and “LIVING WATER” WORSHIP MINISTERS 
 

Pastor—Pastor Lisa Ahlness 
Scripture Reader—Janet Doerner  
Ushers— Alex & Kathryn Spilman, Lynn & Marlene Grabow 
Communion Assistants—Heather Martin, Mavis Pommerer, Kim Humann 
Altar Guild—Cherie Krueger, Heather Martin, Mavis Pommerer, Barb Thomas 
River Worship Team—  
 Sound Board Technicians— Larry Wolf, Francis Greff 
 Projection Team— Caden Kunze, Jace Kunze, Rod Sargent, Art 
 Wheeler 
  Streaming Team— Mark Kunze, Karen Will, Art Wheeler 
 River Singers— Deb Carpenter, Kerry Carpenter, Marlene Grabow,  
 Sally Grenz, Paul Gurholt, Doug Johnson, Cherie Krueger, AJ Marx, 
 Mark Murie, Amanda Sagsveen, John Sayler, Tom Wade, Barb Wilson 
 Percussionist— Kari Harris 
 Violinist—Fynn Sagsveen 
 Flutist—Beth Greff 
 Accompanists—Gerri Sarsten, Luke Weber, Beth Greff,  
           Jan & Joel Gilbertson 
 
  
Living Water Worship Team 
          Living Water Singers—Joel Crane, Amanda Sagsveen, Brandi Ellison, Anna
 belle Ellison, Emmeline Choppourian-Jack, Kerry Carpenter, Keeling Traynor, 
 Deb Carpenter 
 Percussionist—Kari Harris 

           Guitarists— Kolton Harris, Joel Crane 

            Accompanist and Sound—Beth Greff 


